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UNIVERSITY
VALULES

The University of
Pennsylvania is a scholarly
community that advances
discovery and opportunity
toward a better future for

all. We embrace excellence,
freedom of inquiry and
expression, and respect.
Penn’s culture is inspired
by its founder, Benjamin
Franklin—open-minded
and curious, inventive and
practical, exhibiting brilliance
across fields, imperfect
but self-improving, and
relentlessly focused on
enhancing social good.
These values are enduring
and inspire us to be a
positive force for the world,
while remaining anchored
and committed to our

Philadelphia home.

Penn
Dental Medicine
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PENN DENTAL
MEDICINE
PROFESSIONAL
PLEDGE

P As | enter the dental medicine
profession, | vow to keep this
pledge and these stipulations;

P | understand that my primary
responsibility is to my patients.

P To the best of my ability, | will
embrace the highest standards
of oral health care and treat
all individuals under my care
with respect and honesty; their
total health and wellbeing shall
be my primary concern;

P | accept the responsibility to
maintain my competence
through the continued pursuit
of new knowledge and skills
in the practice of dentistry.

P | will conduct myself with integrity,

treat my colleagues with respect,
and wherever possible work to

advance the oral health of society;

P> | shall faithfully observe the

Principles of Ethics and Codes of
Professionalism encountered during
my dental training and beyond;

P All this | pledge with pride in Penn

Dental Medicine’s heritage and
my commitment to the profession,
and the public we serve.

PROGRAM

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS
Uri Hangorsky, DDS, MS

Associate Dean for Student Affairs, Director of the International Student Exchange Program

DEAN’S REMARKS
Mark S. Wolff, DDS, PhD

Morton Amsterdam Dean, Professor of Preventive & Restorative Sciences

GUEST SPEAKER

David Ugai, DDS
Country Director, Mercy Ships in Guinea and Dental Specialty Consultant

REMARKS

Fraz Jake Lugay
Class President

HOODING AND PRESENTATION OF DIPLOMAS
Faizan Alawi, DDS

Vice Dean for Academics

Howard Fraiman, DMD

Clinical Associate Professor of Periodontics

Kara Fraiman, DMD

Clinical Assistant Professor of Endodontics, Assistant Director of Admissions

Miriam R. Robbins, DDS, MS

Director, Care Center for Persons with Disabilities

Flavia Teles, DDS, MS, DMSc

Professor of Basic and Translational Sciences

Katherine Theken, Pharm.D, Ph.D
Assistant Professor of Pharmacology

PENN DENTAL MEDICINE PROFESSIONAL PLEDGE

Frank Setzer, DMD, MS, PhD
Associate Professor of Endodontics, Associate Dean of Clinical Affiars

COMMISSIONING OF STUDENTS

Captain Sean C. Meehan, DC, USN
Chief Dental Officer and Assistant Dean



DOCTOR OF DENTAL MEDICINE

Febe Abbad
Manuel Ricardo Acuna
Adeayo Terence Adenusi
Wajeeha Aftab
Pooja Ahluwalia
Simrah Ajmal
Omolara Abiodun Akinfemiwa
Cheyenne Alleyne-Young
Camil Alonso
Amir Amini
Lilian Arce
Oludare Ayodele
Mohamad Badran
Anna Barckhausen
Angela Bathija
Anusha Bhatta
Carmella Philomena Bickel
Emilie Louise Bjerring
Bryanna Nicole Bravo
John Robert Button
Anisha Chaudhry
Joyce Patience Chen
Jean Cho
Wanjoo Choi
Manali Chovatia
Andrew Chua
Helen Chung
Jacquelyn Jane Cuccurullo
Grace Elizabeth D’Egidio
Nawal Firas Dairi
Shreya Dalal
Jessica Ann Dauphinais
Angelina Debbas
Bryce DeSantis

Joie Yuging Dillon
Adit Dutta
Madeline Dwamena
Issa Elabed
Noor Elgendi
Cameron Emam
Dena Enany
Phillip Samuel Evalen
Hafsa Fatima
Samuel Fernandez
Elyse Alexandria Fournier
Cory F. Fraiman
Gabriella Fuertes
Adam Fuller
Jared Gabriel
Julie Gang
Angelina YueYang Ge
Megan Jill Geller
Sarah Gencarella McCabe
Samreet Kaur Gill
Rebecca Algazi Goldfield
Sarah Greenberg
Carolina Guillen del Castillo
Gaurav Gupta
Monika Gurung
Sara Hak
Jessica Hao
Gehad Shawkey Hassan
Lindsay Scott Hasson
Lauren Ashley Hogstrom
Andrew Holderer
Julie J. Hong
Thinzar Swe Htet

Harleen Kaur Hundal

Bruk Hunde
Shivani lyer
Alexandra Jean-Pierre
Minhee Jeon
Chloe Johnson
Michelle Sihyun Joung
Radhika Kachhadiya
Amandeep Kaur Kallah
Adam Kates
Stephen Kenney
Afroze Khan
David Khayata
Erik Kim
Jaeun Kim
Joy Kim
Peter Knight
Sharon Krastoshevsky
Ajay Kumar
Mady Kung
Ward Kyle
Matthew Lam

Maria Fernanda Leal Cardenas

Kimberlyn Viviana Ledesma
Janet Jisoo Lee
Jina Lee
Michael Lee
Regina Lekumovich
Jack Lin
Pei Hsin (Avril) Lu
Fraz Jake Lugay
Peyton Helene Maccarone
Sonny Maharjan
Pietro Gerard Maisano
Anbrie Maldonado

Zion Na-Simeon Manuel
Dylan Paige Maskell
Sarah Ann Mathew
Ryan Mark McGuire

Mina Megally
Julia Milligan
Tiffany Min
Erta Mukli
Grace Nahorney
Puneet Nanda Arneja
Kenneth Vu Nguyen
Meigan R. Niu
Julia Grace O'Connell
Kevin Okaoli
Anngella Orraiz Enciso
Chang Hsu (Steven) Ou
Brittnie Pang
Mary Catherine Papandreas
Parth Suresh Patel
Riya Patel
Sneh Patel
Shilpa Patnaikuni
Abhinav Penumudi
Julia Haley Picarella
Azin Pooresmaeil
Christy Qian
Androniki Andrian Radaios
Samantha Eve Ragenklint
Malavika Ramesh
Karishma Amirali Ratani
Alexander Raucci
Kaitlin Marie Roberts
Thalia Rodriguez
Adam Michael Rose



DOCTOR OF DENTAL MEDICINE Cont’d.

Jacob Rozynek
Wendy Ruan
Lauren Rudolph
Fiorella Ruiz
Matthew Tyler Russell
Aishwarya Lakshmi Saha

Sruti Sailam

Arjun Pratap Singh Sandhu

Alyssa Sapien-Mickulin
Dimitra Maria Schweitzer
Emon Shaaf
Anisha Shah
Jill Shah
Lea Sapna Shah
Davey Marie Shammah
Snehal Uttam Sheladiya
David Shin
Nami Shitut
Mehar Soni
Mary Grace Sullivan
Tauba Susi
James Tabet
Obai Takieddin
Brandley Tanelus
Kevin Tao
Noah Taub
Adam Thaher
Pari Thakkar
Shristee Thapa
Linda Tran
Michael Emilio Troka
Katherine Tseng
Serena Tycko
Zgjim Ustelenca

Claudia Valladares
Irina Vardanyan
Peter Edward Varela
Shira Wald
Lindsey Alice Williams
Jessica Winarto
Veronica Tze June Wong
Stefanie Liu Wyszkowski
Zhiyong (John) Xie
Timothy Yan
Shi (Gary) Yen
Erica Lyla Yox
Claire Yu
Jeffrey Zhang
Kevin Zhao
Eckehart Zhou
Jonathan Zhou

Honors in Basic and
Translational Research

The Honors Program in Basic and Translational Research is open to talented incoming,
first or second-year students who have an interest in hypothesis-driven basic science
and bench-to-bedside (translational) research. Students plan, implement, and execute a
hypothesis-driven research project, which culminates in the presentation of their findings
through poster presentations locally or often at a national meeting.

Bryanna Nicole Bravo Ajay Kumar

Gaurav Gupta Emon Shaaf

Jessica Hao Michael Emilio Troka
Julie J. Hong Jessica Winarto
Michelle Sihyun Joung Jonathan Zhou

David Khayata

Clinical Honors

Clinical Honors provides senior dental students with experience in the treatment of
multidisciplinary, coordinated, complex restorative cases. Emphasis is on occlusion,
treatment planning, and current restorative concepts. This program also enlightens
students in deciding their future professional path in general dentistry.

Wajeeha Aftab

Anisha Chaudhry

Elyse Alexandria Fournier
Fraz Jake Lugay
Alexander Raucci

Irina Vardanyan



Honors in Clinical Research

Students in Clinical Research Honors receive an introduction to clinical research rules
and requlations, Good Clinical Practice (GCP), study development, and clinical research
operations. Students gain experience in a variety of research settings which may include

retrospective projects, observational studies, and clinical trials from different sponsor types.

Grace Elizabeth D’Egidio
Peyton Helene Maccarone
Mary Catherine Papandreas
Sruti Sailam

Honors in Community Oral Health

Students in the Community Oral Health Honors Program plan and carry out an in-depth
community health experience consisting of at least 140 hours over a one-year period at an
approved program site. All programs incorporate a preventive care component as well as
a quality improvement initiative at the community site. Approved program sites include
the Homeless Health Initiative of The Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia, PennSmiles,
Philadelphia FIGHT, PHMC Cedar, Puentes, and Trinity Mercy LIFE.

Manuel Ricardo Acuna
Adeayo Terence Adenusi
Lilian Arce

Anna Barckhausen
Jacquelyn Jane Cuccurullo
Jessica Ann Dauphinais
Gabriella Fuertes

Megan Jill Geller

Shivani lyer

Minhee Jeon

Ajay Kumar

Maria Fernanda Leal Cardenas
Regina Lekumovich

Julia Milligan

Meigan R. Niu

Riya Patel

Julia Haley Picarella
Alexander Raucci
Kaitlin Marie Roberts
Thalia Rodriguez
Anisha Shah

Lea Sapna Shah
Mary Grace Sullivan
Brandley Tanelus
Pari Thakkar

Serena Tycko

Shira Wald

Stefanie Liu Wyszkowski
Claire Yu

Honors in Endodontics

Endodontics Honors is designed to provide an overall in-depth knowledge of all aspects
of endodontics above and beyond the graduate program level. Students are taught
endodontic concepts at increased depth, participate in endodontic seminars, research,
assist in surgical procedures, and perform limited molar endodontic treatment.

Mady Kung

Kimberlyn Viviana Ledesma

Honors in LEND

(Leadership Education in Neurodevelopmental
and Related Disabilities)

The LEND Honors Program module is a national leadership training program offered
through a collaboration between Penn Dental Medicine and the Leadership in Education
in Neurodevelopmental Disabilities (LEND) Fellowship Program through the Children’s
Hospital of Philadelphia (CHOP). The honors program is ideal for students who are
seeking to apply to residency programs and/or be involved in advocacy and access to care
for children with disabilities in their professional careers.

Dimitra Maria Schweitzer
Mary Grace Sullivan

Honors in Oral Surgery

The Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery Honors Program is designed to allow dental students
to learn about and perform more advanced surgical procedures. This program allows
honors students to enhance their clinical skills in oral surgery procedures, gain exposure
to OR procedures, and better prepare them for possible careers in oral and maxillofacial
surgery.

John Robert Button Gaurav Gupta

Angelina Debbas Jessica Hao

Bryce DeSantis Samantha Eve Ragenklint
Phillip Samuel Evalen Mehar Soni

Adam Fuller Peter Edward Varela



Honors in Orthodontics

In the Orthodontics Honors Program, students are taught orthodontic concepts at
increased depth, participate in Orthodontics Postgraduate Lectures, and assist clinical
procedures. Students actively participate in orthodontic treatment, including exposure to a
variety of appliance usages, philosophies, and techniques with the postgraduate residents
under the supervision of attending clinical faculty.

Ward Kyle
Christy Qian

Honors in Pediatrics

The Pediatrics Honors Program allows students to expand their knowledge about
comprehensive treatment planning and pediatric patient care by participating in the
Advanced Pediatric Dentistry Seminar Series with the pediatric dental residents and by
using more advanced behavioral management procedures. The honors students enhance
their clinical and didactic skills in pediatric restorative procedures and gain exposure to
operating room procedures.

Carmella Philomena Bickel Matthew Tyler Russell
Joyce Patience Chen Veronica Tze June Wong
Adit Dutta Zhiyong (John) Xie
Lindsay Scott Hasson Erica Lyla Yox

Dylan Paige Maskell

Honors in Periodontics

The Periodontics Honors Program is designed to enhance knowledge and skills by
participating in the seminar at Grad Perio, periodontics research, hands-on exercise, and
advanced mentorship. The honors students work closely with the Director and other
Periodontics faculty members. Students may expect to apply advanced procedures
depending on their progression to better prepare them for careers in periodontics.

Grace Elizabeth D’Egidio Chang Hsu (Steven) Ou

Dena Enany Adam Michael Rose
Cory F. Fraiman Emon Shaaf

Jack Lin Obai Takieddin
Pietro Gerard Maisano Pari Thakkar

Honors in PROM

(Personalized Care, Radiology, Oral Medicine)

The Personalized Care, Radiology, Oral Medicine (PROM) Honors Program is a
multifaceted program. It allows selected 4th-year dental students to learn extensively
about the diagnosis and management of patients with various forms of disabilities, medical
complexities, and oral medicine needs. It also gives students the opportunity to enhance
their comfort levels as relates to diagnosing maxillofacial conditions from imaging studies.

Chloe Johnson

Peyton Helene Maccarone
Mary Catherine Papandreas
Timothy Yan



Honors in Vulnerable Populations

Students participating in the Vulnerable Population Honors Program provide treatment to
individuals whose social, emotional, or health history may require additional interpretation
and support. Comprehensive care is delivered to refugees, survivors of torture, asylum
seekers, and survivors of intimate partner violence. Students will learn and practice trauma-
informed care, treating dentally complex cases in adults and children.

Febe Abbad

Pooja Ahluwalia
Oludare Ayodele
Angela Bathija

Jean Cho

Manali Chovatia

Nawal Firas Dairi

Joie Yuging Dillon
Madeline Dwamena
Noor Elgendi

Angelina YueYang Ge
Monika Gurung

Gehad Shawkey Hassan
Lauren Ashley Hogstrom
Thinzar Swe Htet

Radhika Kachhadiya
Amandeep Kaur Kallah
David Khayata
Sonny Maharjan
Sarah Ann Mathew
Mina Megally

Puneet Nanda Arneja
Brittnie Pang

Kaitlin Marie Roberts
Jill Shah

James Tabet
Brandley Tanelus
Linda Tran

Serena Tycko

Jessica Winarto

MATTHEW CRYER HONOR SOCIETY

Membership in the Cryer Society of the University of Pennsylvania School of Dental
Medicine is highest scholastic honor conferred and is limited to the students with the
highest GPA at the completion of the third year.

Anna Barckhausen Mary Catherine Papandreas
Bryanna Nicole Bravo Julia Haley Picarella

Grace Elizabeth D’Egidio Christy Qian

Cory F. Fraiman Samantha Eve Ragenklint
Gabriella Fuertes Kaitlin Marie Roberts

Jack Lin Kevin Tao

Pietro Gerard Maisano

OMICRON KAPPA UPSILON (OKU)

This prestigious honor reflects the recipients” outstanding academic achievement,
integrity, and exemplary character throughout their time at Penn Dental Medicine. The
Greek letters Omicron Kappa Upsilon were selected as the name because together they
translate as “Teeth and Health”. Often referred to as the “Phi Beta Kappa” of dentistry,
OKU recognizes those graduating dental students who have attained the highest levels of
scholarship and professionalism. The Eta chapter at PDM was established in 1916, so the
graduates will be joining a long legacy of inductees that include many luminaries of the
profession.

Amir Amini Pietro Gerard Maisano
Anna Barckhausen Julia Milligan

Bryanna Nicole Bravo Mary Catherine Papandreas
Jean Cho Julia Haley Picarella

Bryce DeSantis Christy Qian

Dena Enany Samantha Eve Ragenklint

Alexander Raucci
Kaitlin Marie Roberts

Cory F. Fraiman
Gabriella Fuertes

Thinzar Swe Htet Kevin Tao
Joy Kim Michael Emilio Troka
Jack Lin Shi(Gary) Yen

Sonny Maharjan



DUAL DEGREES

DMD/ML
Master in Law:
Adeayo Terence Adenusi
Pietro Gerard Maisano
Aishwarya Lakshmi Saha

DMD/MPH
Master of Public Health:
Pari Thakkar

DMD/MOPH

Master of Science in Oral and Population Health:

John Robert Button
Azin Pooresmaeil

Androniki Andrian Radaios

CLASS OFFICERS

Fraz Jake Lugay, President
Stefanie Liu Wyszkowski, Vice President
Jean Cho, Secretary
Mary Catherine Papandreas, Treasurer

SENIOR AWARDS AND
ACHIEVEMENTS

Manuel Ricardo Acuna
Penn Dental Medicine Leadership Award for Enhancing Cultural Growth

Adeayo Terence Adenusi
Judith Rodin Award
Penn Dental Medicine Leadership Award for Enhancing Cultural Growth

Omolara Abiodun Akinfemiwa
Whip Mix Corporation Best of the Best Prosthodontic Award

Mohamad Badran
Limoli Practice Management Award and Scholarship

Carmella Philomena Bickel
American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry Predoctoral Certificate of Merit Student Award

Emilie Louise Bjerring
American Academy of Esthetic Dentistry Award

Bryanna Nicole Bravo
Achievement Award in Pharmacology and Therapeutics
Penn Dental Medicine Microbiology Award

John Robert Button
American Equilibration Society Award
International College of Dentists Humanitarian Award

Anisha Chaudhry
American Prosthodontic Society Student of Merit Award

Jessica Ann Dauphinais
Penn Dental Medicine Community Dentistry and Pediatric Dental Health Award

Grace Elizabeth D’Egidio
Achievement Award in Pharmacology and Therapeutics
J. George Coslet Award in Periodontics

Bryce DeSantis
Achievement Award in Pharmacology and Therapeutics
American Academy of Orofacial Pain Outstanding Senior Award



SENIOR AWARDS AND ACHIEVEMENTS Cont’d.

Dena Enany

Columbia Dentoform Corporation Award

PASS-International Dentist Award

Phillip Samuel Evalen
Delaware Valley Society of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeons Implantology Award

Samuel Fernandez
Achievement Award in Pharmacology and Therapeutics

Matthew H. Cryer Society Award in Oral Medicine

Elyse Alexandria Fournier
Academy of Operative Dentistry Award

Cory F. Fraiman
J. George Coslet Award in Periodontics
Philadelphia County Dental Society Award

Gabriella Fuertes
Achievement Award in Pharmacology and Therapeutics
American Academy of Oral and Maxillofacial Pathology Dental Student Award

Adam Fuller

Delaware Valley Society of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeons Excellence Award

Gaurav Gupta
American Academy of Implant Dentistry Undergraduate Dental Student Award

Jessica Hao
Academy of Dental Materials Award
Eleanor J. Bushee Senior Dental Student Award
Theodore Blum Oral Surgery Award

Lauren Ashley Hogstrom
Achievement Award in Pharmacology and Therapeutics

ASDA Award of Excellence
Andrew Holderer

Achievement Award in Pharmacology and Therapeutics
Henry M. Goldman Award in Pathology

Shivani lyer
American College of Dentists Outstanding Leader Award
Brian D. Stone Memorial Award for Exceptional Volunteer Service or
Care for Patients with Special Needs (Dental Lifeline Network)

Minhee Jeon
Drs. Samuel and Louis Rossman Endodontic Scholarship Fund
Quintessence Award for Clinical Achievement in Restorative Dentistry

Chloe Johnson

American Academy of Oral and Maxillofacial Radiology Achievement Award
Anitha Vuppalapati, MD Award for Excellence in Compassionate Patient Care

Michelle Sihyun Joung
American Association of Endodontists Predoctoral
Student Achievement Award in Endodontics

Matthew Lam
E. Howell Smith Award in Prosthetic Dentistry

Kimberlyn Viviana Ledesma
American College of Prosthodontists Predoctoral Achievement Award

Jack Lin
Dr. Morris Bradin Award in Periodontics

Fraz Jake Lugay
Martin J. Loeb Leadership Award
Seigel Memorial Award in Endodontics

Peyton Helene Maccarone
ADEA /Haleon Preventive Dentistry Scholarship Award
American Academy of Oral Medicine Certificate of Merit

American Association of Public Health Dentistry Senior Dental Student Recognition

Award for Achievement in Community Dentistry and Dental Public Health

Pietro Gerard Maisano
Abram Cohen Award in Periodontics
Academic Affairs Award
Drabkin Memorial Prize for Research in Biochemistry
Herman Segal Emergency Care Award

International Congress of Oral Implantologists’ Pre-Doctoral Student Achievement Award

Pierre Fauchard Academy Senior Student Award



SENIOR AWARDS AND ACHIEVEMENTS Cont’d.

Dylan Paige Maskell
United States Public Health Service Dental Award of Excellence

Ryan Mark McGuire
Limoli Practice Management Award and Scholarship

Meigan R. Niu

American Association of Orthodontics Award

Mary Catherine Papandreas
The Adrian R. and Regina Kristeller Prize in Radiology
International College of Dentists Student Leadership Award

Abhinav Penumudi

Limoli Practice Management Award and Scholarship

Samantha Eve Ragenklint
Achievement Award in Pharmacology and Therapeutics
George Bronkovic Service Award
Dr. Trina Sengupta Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery Award

Adam Michael Rose
Northeastern Society of Periodontists Annual Senior Student Award

Lauren Rudolph
Drs. Samuel and Louis Rossman Endodontic Scholarship Fund

Sruti Sailam
Penn Dental Medicine Predoctoral Endodontics Award

Davey Marie Shammah

Louis I. Grossman Award in Endodontics

Snehal Uttam Sheladiya
Society for Color and Appearance in Dentistry

Mehar Soni
American Dental Society of Anesthesiology/Horace Wells Senior Student Award

James Tabet
Future Leader in General Dentistry Award
Henry B. Robinson Award in Restorative Dentistry

Obai Takieddin

Quintessence Award for Clinical Achievement in Periodontics

Brandley Tanelus
ADEA Jeanne Craig Sinkford Student Leadership Award

Pari Thakkar

American Academy of Periodontology Dental Student
Award for Achievement in Periodontology

Michael Emilio Troka

Quintessence Award for Research Achievement

Peter Edward Varela

American Association of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeons Dental Student Award

Timothy Yan
Eisa Mozaffari Award in Radiology



Congratulations
Class of 2026!

Penn
Dental Medicine
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